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Reading Comprehension 

THE DOG’S BELL 

John’s dog was a bad dog. He bit people frequently. John had 
great concern about this. It was not an appropriate way for a dog 
to behave. His friends in the village always expected the dog to bite 
them. The news about John’s dog spread through the village.  

None of the people wanted to go to John’s house. John tried 
to instruct the dog to behave, but it never worked. He tried to 
be patient and teach the dog to be calm. That also didn’t work. John 
didn’t want to punish the dog. “How will I stop my dog’s bad habit?” 
John asked himself. 

John’s friend came to talk to him about the issue. During their 
important meeting, his friend said, “The people in the village asked 
me to represent them. We want your dog to stop this habit. Why 
don’t you put a bell around the dog’s neck? This way, we would hear 
your dog coming down the street.” 

John thought this was a great idea. Now, people could stay away 
from the dog. It would not be able to bite anyone anymore. 

The dog liked the bell, too. People looked at him when they heard 
his bell. This made the dog very content. He liked the song the bell 
played when he walked. 

One day, John’s dog strolled through the village and met some 
other dogs. He expected them to want a bell like his. But they 
laughed at his bell. They said the bell made people avoid him. 
John’s dog shook his head. “No, they look at me because they like 
the bell.” 

The other dogs said, “You have the wrong idea of what makes 
you popular. Of course they like your bell. It tells them where you 
are so they can avoid you. You aren’t able to bite them anymore!” 

You see, being popular isn’t something positive when it’s for the 
wrong reason. 
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Reading Comprehension 

Answer the questions. 

1. What is this story mainly about? 

  a. A dog that is frequently bad 

  b. A dog’s stroll through town 

  c. A content man and his dog 

  d. A village that liked John’s dog 

2. What is true of the dog? 

  a. He likes none of John’s friends. 

  b. He shakes his head too much. 

  c. He bites when it’s not appropriate. 

  d. He expects people to be calm around him. 

3. Why did the issue with the dog bother John? 

  a. People didn’t think of John in a positive way. 

  b. People avoided going to John’s house. 

  c. People didn’t want John to represent them. 

  d. People didn’t like the song that John played. 

4. What did John do to stop the dog’s bad habit? 

  a. He instructed the dog on learning tricks. 

  b. He punished the dog for biting. 

  c. He was patient and showed concern. 

  d. He put a bell around the dog’s neck. 

5. What did the other dogs say about the bell? 
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